Literature has a place in the society and culture in which and for which it is produced. Writers can be public intellectuals who address the sociopolitical happenings around them. Even introspective writings on deeply personal topics may be political in their interrogation of the human condition. For a literary artist to set works in a society, culture, or environment and to not help raise the consciousness of the people about their problems is unconscionable. There needs to be a "homecoming" so as to make literature matter in our societies and cultures, more so because of the developing nation and continent we live in or belong to. Writers should re-establish themselves as a uniquely imaginative, activist, and alternative voice in a country with so many problems. This means they should respond to the reality that the place and moment require of them as writers to act in a constructive manner.
An honest appraisal of countries and regions worldwide indicates Africa's backwardness compared to other continents in human development. This low United Nations' ranking also reflects the continent's low-level of social and economic development. The human development index of a country or any region of the world comprises primarily the health/life expectancy, education, and living standards/ income of its people. Countries are ranked very high, high, medium, or low in human development. It is pertinent to know that in 2010 of all 192 countries then in the world, only a few African countries were in the medium group and most, including Nigeria (ranked hundred and forty-second), were on the low-level of human development. Sub-Saharan Africa was at the bottom of all regions of the world, scoring 0.389 where the regions and countries with the very high rankings scored close to the maximum 1. Life expectancy in subSaharan Africa was 52.7 and the mean years of schooling merely 4.5.
In addition to health, education, and income, human development also includes the rate of inequality, poverty, gender gap, and human security. Nigeria ranks very low in all of these indices.
But that is not all about human development, which also involves having a sense of corporate existence, selflessness, honesty, generosity, and integrity. The aforementioned virtues are aspects of an individual's character that indicate the level of human development and can be attained through education. Coincidentally, the countries and regions of the world that have these qualities and values also rank the highest when it comes to issues of health, education, and living standards. It follows therefore that a country or region that is very corrupt and with a lot of undisciplined, self-centered, and ignorant folks and rife with injustice is very low in human development.
In many literate cultures, it is the writers who project a vision in the form of ideas that later materialize into creative inventions. Jules Verne's Around the World in Eighty Days (1873) was written at a time when it would realistically take half a year or more time to travel round the world. Today we know what that literary vision or creative dream of conquering long distance has brought about through the story of a wager for 20,000 pounds not only to Britain and France or Europe but also to the entire world: airplanes and spacecrafts that can now go round the world in a matter of a few hours! Literature can be a catalyst for human development by inspiring people to stretch their imaginative potentials for physical development and the wellbeing of people. In fact, without human development there can be no industrial or other forms of development. That is why there must be a "homecoming" for all African writers, not merely a call for those in exile or the diaspora to come home but an inward-looking exploration for literary strategies and fresh visions to drastically improve the African condition in the areas of health, education, and standard of living as well as in eliminating the rate of inequality, poverty, gender gap, and human insecurity. In a global age it may no longer matter where you live but African literature needs "homecoming" physically, spiritually, and metaphorically to be relevant to the people of the continent.
Literature is a cultural artistic production that deals with the totality of a people's experience; hence it incorporates sociocultural, politico-economic, and other issues as of gender, class, marginalization, and justice that confront a people. African literature, therefore, whether traditional or modern, is a cultural production expressing African sensibilities, aesthetics, and material reality. At the same time, African literature, like the other arts such as the visual arts and music,
